Annual Meeting Highlights  by unknown




he 88th AATS Annual Meeting in San Diego, CA attracted
almost 5,000 registrants including close to 2,500 CT sur-
geons and allied health professionals. New additions to
this year’s program, which were extremely well attended, were Sat-
urday morning symposia on ‘‘Catheter-Based Approaches to Struc-
tural Heart Disease’’ and ‘‘New Technologies and Procedures in
General Thoracic Surgery’’ and dynamic ‘‘Point-Counterpoint’’
segments along with organized debates in the Simultaneous Ses-
sions.
Highlights of the meeting included the Presidential Address by
Dr. D. Craig Miller entitled ‘‘Anti-Memoirs of Rocinante’’. Dr.
Miller focused his sights, and a good helping of free-market phi-
losophy, on the current ills infecting the health care system in the
US, advocating a single-payer system and an overhaul of the cur-
rent education system for cardiothoracic surgeons. The address of
the Honored Guest Speaker Dr. Marko I. Turina, entitled ‘‘50
Years of Cardiothoracic Surgery through the Looking Glass of
What the Future Holds’’ outlined how cardiothoracic surgery ar-
rived where it is today and how its development was not a straight-
forward process but a tedious development, interspersed with
setbacks. The Basic Science Lecture, by Dr. Matts Karlsson enti-
tled ‘‘The Link Between Engineering, Biomechanics and Cardio-
vascular Physiology and Disease’’ examined in detail the
biomechanics of the beating heart. Summaries of all three presen-
tations as well as the newly de´buted Leadership Video are now
available on the AATS website (www.aats.org in the Daily
News) and a webcast of these and the entire meeting is available
on the AATS Website.
During the Awards Presentations, Dr. Andrew S. Wechsler re-
ceived the Scientific Achievement Award in recognition of his
seminal contributions in studies of myocardial metabolism and
mechanics in the setting of ischemia and reperfusion. A Lifetime
Distinguished Service Award was given to William T. Maloney
for his 37 years of service and dedication to the Association
and Dr. Bryan F. Meyers was presented with the TSFRE Dwight
C. McGoon Award in recognition of his leadership and mentor-
ship skills. Dr. Turner C. Lisle of the University of Virginia
was selected by the AATS Cardiothoracic Residents Committee
as the recipient of the 11th Annual C. Walton Lillehei Resident’s
Award.
At its Annual Business meeting on May 13th, Dr. Thomas L.
Spray was installed as the association’s 89th President. The
AATS membership elected the following officers and councilors
for the coming year:
AnnouncementsThe Journal of Thora Dr. Alec Patterson, St. Louis, MO - President-Elect
 Dr. Irving L. Kron, Charlottesville, VA - Vice President
 Dr. Thoralf M. Sundt, Rochester, MN -Secretary
 Dr. David J. Sugarbaker, Boston, MA – Treasurer
 Dr. D. Craig Miller, Stanford, CA – Councilor (1 year term)
 Dr. Vaughn A. Starnes, Los Angeles, CA - Councilor (4
year term)
The membership endorsed the following actions based on the
recommendations of the Council:
1. Approved plans for a newly incorporated Joint Council on
Thoracic Surgery Education, Inc., as outlined in Dr.
Miller’s Presidential Address. Appointed Drs. Spray and
Patterson to serve on the JTCSE Board of Directors and
Drs. Kron and Sundt on the Search Committee for a Surgical
Director of Education. The Council joined the other three
sponsoring organizations (ABTS, STS, TSFRE) in authoriz-
ing up to $1 million over the next four years to support the
effort.
2. Approved a By-Law Amendment establishing a new Re-
search Scholarship Committee empowered with the respon-
sibility of reviewing and recommending future research
scholars.
3. Approved an additional By-Law Amendment establishing
a Code of Ethics and formal proceedings for ethical com-
plaints.
4. Supported the efforts of the Education Committee, chaired
by R. Morton Bolman, III in reviewing additional educa-
tional activities through co-sponsorship of educational
courses that will help continue to expand the educational
mission of the association. The Congenital Heart Institute
of Florida (CHIF) and All Children’s Hospital Ninth
Annual International Symposium on Congenital Heart
Disease will join the following courses offered by the
AATS:
 Brigham & Women’s 6th Triennial Cardiac Valve Sym-
posium (October 23-24, 2008)
 Cleveland Clinic’s 21st Century Treatment of Heart Fail-
ure (October 16-18, 2008)
 AATS/ASCVTS Post Graduate Course, ASCVTS Annual
Meeting, (March 13-16, 2009)
5. Supported the efforts of Dr. Pedro del Nido and the Scien-
tific Affairs and Government Relations Committee and
agreed to continue the Grantsmanship Workshop on a bien-
nial basis to assist young investigators in their efforts to ob-
tain federal funding for research programs. The next course
will take place in March 2009 in Bethesda.
6. Adopted the AATS and STS Ethics Committee’s Joint State-
ment on Live Surgery which will be published simulta-
neously in the JTCVS and ANNALS and appear on the
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Announcements7. Agreed to join STS and co-sponsor a mini Tech Con for gen-
eral surgical residents and medical students at the ACS meet-
ing in San Francisco in October
8. Elected the following forty-seven (47) surgeons to Active
membership and (2) Honorary Members, the highest num-
ber of new members elected in the history of the associa-
tion:
Active
Arvind K. Agnihotri, M.D. Boston, MA
Michael Argenziano, M.D. New York, NY
Charles R. Bridges, M.D., Sc.D. Philadelphia, PA
Jamie M. Brown, M.D. Baltimore, MD
Stephen D. Cassivi, M.D. Rochester, MN
Alain R. Chapelier, M.D, PhD Suresnes, France
Neil A. Christie, M.D. Pittsburgh, PA
Ruggero De Paulis, M.D. Rome, Italy
Abelardo DeAnda, Jr., M.D. Bronx, NY
Pirooz Eghtesady, MD, PhD Cincinnati, OH
Anthony L. Estrera, M.D. Houston, TX
Hiran C. Fernando, M.D. Boston, MA
Joseph M. Forbess, M.D. Dallas, TX
James S. Gammie, M.D. Baltimore, MD
Daniel J. Goldstein, M.D. Bronx, NY
Igor D. Gregoric, M.D. Houston, TX
Shengshou Hu, M.D. Beijing, China
Tadashi Isomura, M.D. Hayama, Kanagawa, Japan
Marjan Jahangiri, M.D. London, United Kingdom
Robert D. Jaquiss, M.D. Little Rock, AR
Victor A. Jebara, M.D. Beirut, Lebanon
Alan P. Kypson, M.D. Greenville, NC
Ru¨diger S. Lange, M.D., Ph.D., Munich, Germany
Jennifer S. Lawton, M.D. St. Louis, MO
Michael J. Liptay, M.D. Chicago, IL
Jinfen Liu, M.D., Shanghai, China
Thomas E. MacGillivray, M.D. Boston, MA
Mitchell J. Magee, M.D. Dallas, TX
Juan Martı´nez-Leo´n, M.D. Valencia, Spain
Tomislav Mihaljevic, M.D. Cleveland, OH
Victor O. Morrell, M.D., Pittsburgh, PA
Jose L. Navia, M.D. Cleveland, OH
Hitoshi Ogino, M.D. Suita, Osaka, Japan
Morihito Okada, MD, PhD Hiroshima City, Japan
John R. Pepper, M.D. London, United Kingdom
Vivek Rao, M.D. Toronto, ON, Canada
Hermann Reichenspurner, M.D., Ph.D. Hamburg, Germany
Jeffrey B. Rich, M.D. Norfolk, VA
Joseph D. Schmoker, M.D. Burlington, VT
Hans H. Sievers, M.D. Luebeck, Germany
Mark Slaughter, M.D. Oak Lawn, IL
David Spielvogel, M.D. Valhalla, NY
Yuichi Ueda, M.D. Nagoya, Japan
Luca A. Vricella, MD, FACS Baltimore, MD
Toshikatsu Yagihara, M.D. Suita, Japan
David D. Yuh, M.D. Baltimore, MD
Marco A. Zenati, M.D. Pittsburgh, PA
Honorary
William T. Maloney, Manchester, MA
Marko I. Turina, M.D., Zurich, Switzerland806 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Surgery c SepPlease make plans to attend the 89th Annual Meeting of the
American Association for Thoracic Surgery to be held at the Hynes
Convention Center in Boston, MA, May 9-13, 2009.
Announcement of 2009 Annual Meeting
T
he Eighty-ninth Annual Meeting of The American Associ-
ation for Thoracic Surgery will be held May 9–13, 2009,
in Boston, MA, USA, at the Hynes Convention Center.
The meeting of the Association is open to all physicians. House Of-
ficers and Fellows will be admitted without payment of a registra-
tion fee upon presentation of a letter from their Chief of Service
either during preregistration or at the time of registration.
Requests for Pre-registration, Who Should Attend, Forms
and Hotel Reservations
Preliminary information about the 2009 Annual Meeting is now
available on the AATS website at www.aats.org
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
The Abstract Deadline for the 89th Annual Meeting is
Monday, October 6, 2008 at 11:59 p.m. Eastern Daylight Time.
Submission of Abstracts
Authors submitting abstracts for the 89th Annual Meeting must
use electronic submission ONLY. Please visit the AATS website at
www.aats.org and select the Abstract Submission Link. Specific in-
structions for abstract submission are located on the website, in-
cluding how to submit graphics and charts.
Call for Abstracts for the 12th Annual C. Walton Lillehei
Resident Forum
Residents are encouraged to submit abstracts for the 12th An-
nual C. Walton Lillehei Resident Forum. It will consist of presen-
tations of original work by North American thoracic surgery
residents and residents in general surgical training programs who
are working in a cardiothoracic surgical laboratory or clinical rota-
tion. The presentations are selected by the AATS Program Com-
mittee and the Training Program Director must acknowledge that
the material presented is original work and that of the resident.
Abstracts may be submitted for the following categories:
 Resident
 Emerging Technology
 Cardiac or General Thoracic Forum (Basic or Laboratory
Science)
 Regular Session
If selecting regular session, submitters must select one of the
following:
 General Thoracic Surgery
 Adult Cardiovascular Surgery
 Congenital Heart Disease and Pediatric General Thoracic
Surgery
For further information on the Lillehei Forum or on sub-
mitting an abstract for consideration, please contact:
American Association for Thoracic Surgery
900 Cummings Center
Suite 221-U, Beverly, MA, USA 01915
Telephone: 11 (978) 927-8330
Fax: 1 1 (978) 524-8890
E-mail: aats@prri.com
Website: www.aats.orgtember 2008
